My Precious
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 13:44, ESV)
Statistics say that the majority of Americans are not happy. In-fact, America comprises the vast majority of the depressed in the world and have one of the highest suicide rates in the world.  But why? It’s because they know there’s something missing. There is a void in our soul that can only be satisfied by the Creator of that soul. God alone is worthy of this place, yet we continue to make futile attempts to be precious to someone or something other than God. Every attempt made to fill our hearts with anything other than God fails miserably. Our misconception as to what is valuable leads to unhappiness, depression, and even suicide in some cases. Even some Christians begin to lose perspective and fall into the deadly trap of depression. What is the reason for this? I think we forget just how valuable God says we are to Him.
	Many Christian teachings explain the parable of “The Hidden Treasure” (Matthew 13:44-46) as an example of how we ought to live our lives as Christians: we should seek the treasure of heaven and live our lives as the rich man who sold everything to have the priceless gift of grace through faith in Jesus Christ. This view designates us as the rich man. We should joyfully sell everything and invest in the eternal riches of salvation that is hidden in the field. This is true. We are to be completely sold out for God and to treasure our priceless gift of grace, but I think there is an additional view of this parable. The very next two verses read, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45-46, ESV) What if God is the rich man who sells everything, and we are the treasure of great value? That would mean that God the Father (the rich man) sold everything (Jesus) for the treasure (us) hidden the field (world).
Let’s look at the Old Testament. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine. (Exodus 19:5, ESV) They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. (Malachi 3:17, ESV) Sounds a lot like “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16, ESV)
If we saw ourselves as God’s precious and priceless possession, how could anything ever devalue us? Do you feel valuable yet?
