No Offense
The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. (1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-23, NLT)
At times I catch myself beginning a carefully worded statement (that will almost certainly be offensive) with the words, “no offense,” or, “don’t take this wrong,” but I mean every single word I am about to say. There just is no way around offending someone with my statement. I am only attempting to spare someone from hurt feelings. The Good News of saving grace through faith in Jesus Christ is offensive to those that refuse to be saved, but the truth that is spoken in love is what pleases the LORD. That is our goal.
Our society is so backwards and rebellious it rejects what is right and embracing what is wrong. Cultural censorship is off the charts as well. People are so thin-skinned it seems as though every single word coming out of our mouths may be misinterpreted or misconstrued in a way that will hurt someone else’s feelings and throw on us a label of intolerance. By quoting God’s perfect Word we are somehow promoting “hate speech.” By holding fast to God’s definition of marriage we are slapped with a lawsuit and fined hundreds of thousands of dollars. And by protecting human life while still defenseless and in the womb we have somehow declared an imaginary “war on women.” So many Christians remain silent rather than boldly speaking the truth in love, out of fear that they will somehow offend another person. What a shame. If only they knew that they were offending their Creator by remaining silent.
In this uber sensitive American culture of ours, we bend over backwards to ensure that we do not offend our employer, coworkers, family members, friends, or the cashier in the grocery store. I wonder what things would be like if we placed the same effort in not offending God. As Billy Graham once said, “Our society strives to avoid any possibility of offending anyone- except God.” We should always strive to be the example of Jesus Christ to a world that is lost, but we must never compromise biblical truth and God’s standards for the sake of someone’s feelings. If you place a premium on someone’s feelings rather than their soul, you are the one that is offensive to the LORD. No offense.
