Obey
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. (Hebrews 5:9, ESV)
There are few words in the English language that evoke more of an emotional response than the four-letter word, “obey.” It immediately shines the light on our deep-seeded rebellious heart that we have been stained with from birth. It kindles the fire in our flesh that burns brightly in the face of the truth and it stirs up the foundational sin of pride that precedes all others. But the truth is: a follower of Jesus loves Jesus and obeys Him; he actually wants to obey Him. Jesus said to his disciples: If you love me, you will do as I command. (John 14:15, CEV)
Rebellion to God is the bad fruit that is produced from pride, but obedience is the good fruit that produces righteousness in love and humility. God commands us to obey because He knows that our obedience is what is best for us. Be careful to obey all these words that I command you, that it may go well with you and with your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 12:28, ESV) We obey, not because we have no other choice or because we are commanded to. Not just because it will prove to be the best outcome for us, and not just because it is the right thing to do. Our motivation for obedience is our love for Him. We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19, ESV) Does God’s love for you motivate you to obey Him?
