Old Yeller
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. (Colossians 3:5-8, ESV)
Old Yeller is a story about a boy named Travis and a stray dog in post-Civil War Texas. While Jim, the boy’s father, is away, Travis sets off to work in the cornfield where he encounters this stray dog named, "Old Yeller." Travis unsuccessfully tries to drive Old Yeller away, and the dog eventually endears itself to Travis and becomes an integral part of his life. One day the dog contracts rabies and turns on Travis. The dog that had once been an endearing friend to the boy had become vicious, ruthless and rabid. The sins in our life can be just like Old Yeller.
	Just like that old dog you grew up with, your sins can turn on you. You could wake up one day and realize that the very thing you used to take comfort or pleasure in has suddenly turned on you and is viciously attacking you. Your sins will bare their teeth, bite you, and rip you apart without mercy. They will infect you and kill you. 
For men, these sins are commonly adultery, pornography, envy, anger, and pride. For women they are commonly gossip and slander, adultery, pornography (trashy novels are just as pornographic as nude pictures and videos), disrespect, and covetousness. Do you have a sin or two that needs to be put down? Something that you have found comfort or pleasure in, but you know will only lead to destruction? Kill your Old Yeller. Take it out back and shoot it. Dig a hole and put it down.
