Paintings
I want them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ himself. In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:2-3, NLT)
	A wealthy father and son had a passion for creating and collecting valuable art. These priceless pieces were unmatched in beauty and were on every wall of their enormous estate. Beauty was everywhere, as far as the eye could see. However, the nation was at war, and the son wanted to serve, so the father consented. Soon after, the father received a telegram informing him of his son’s death. He had been killed in the line of duty. He had been killed protecting His people. All at once the father’s joy was gone. It was buried, along with his one and only son.
One day, there was an unexpected knock at the door that awoke the depressed old man. As he opened the door he saw a soldier with a large package in his hands. The soldier said to the father, “I was a friend of your son. He was rescuing me when he was killed, and I have something I want to give you.” The old man slowly and carefully opened the package with great anticipation. As the package was opened, the image of his son was revealed on this brand-new beautiful work of art. Although the art world would never consider this painting a great work of art, it seemed to capture the very essence of his son in striking detail. Overcome with emotion, the man pushed everything aside and placed the portrait over the fireplace- the centerpiece and most valuable of his entire collection. The old man sat in his chair and spent his last hours gazing at the gift he had been given- his most prized possession. Content after seeing his son again, the old man died peacefully and happily.
Soon after his death, people came from all over the world with great anticipation for the upcoming auction of the old man’s estate. The auctioneer began with a painting that was not on anyone’s museum list: the painting of the old man’s son. The auctioneer asked for an opening bid, but the room fell silent. Finally, someone said, “Who cares about that painting? It’s just a crappy amateur picture of his son.” The auctioneer asked, “Who will take the son?” but everyone was silent. “Let’s move on to the good stuff!” someone from the crowd yelled, but the auctioneer responded firmly, “No, the painting of the son goes first! Now, who will take the son?” Finally, someone from the neighborhood offered a few dollars. It wasn’t much but it was all that he had. He said, “I knew the boy, so I’d like to have it.” The auctioneer said, “Sold!” and the gavel fell. Then, stunning everyone in the crowd, the auctioneer said, “This auction is now over. According to the will of the father, whoever takes the son receives it all.” 
In Jesus Christ we find the only things of any value. In Him we receive the most precious of everything that God has, and we receive all of them. Whoever takes the Son gets it all.
