Pencil
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (Philippians 2:13, ESV)
	When we decide to come to Christ, we confess (agree with God and admit) that we are sinners in need of a Savior, repent (change our actions and attitude, turning away from sin and towards God) and make Jesus Christ the centermost part of our life. We begin to realize that glorifying God is reason for our living, breathing, eating, and sleeping. His glorification through our relationship is the very reason for our existence. This point of realization is one of the marks of becoming a mature Christian. It is a natural progression that inevitably leads to a desire to actually want to do good things for others as a way to glorify God. These good deeds have been planned for us to do since God laid the foundation of the Earth and actively show His love (Ephesians 2:10). What’s more, it is actually God, Himself, who works these deeds in and through you in order to glorify Himself through your actions for others (Philippians 2:13).
A wonderful example of a mature Christian that spent her life doing the work of God is Mary Teresa Bojaxhiu, also known as Mother Teresa of Calcutta. She made Christ the center point of her life and spent her days showing the love of Jesus Christ in action. She made herself available to do the things that God had laid out for her to do and allowed Him to be the One that was actually doing the work. One of my favorites of her statements profoundly and simply illustrates God’s willingness to work in and through us, as imperfect vessels. She puts it like this, “I am a little pencil in God's hands. He does the thinking. He does the writing. He does everything and sometimes it is really hard because it is a broken pencil and He has to sharpen it a little more.” [11] 
It is God who works in and through us for His will and purposes and for His glory. We are His pencil and He does the thinking, writing, and sharpening. All we must do is give Him our lead.
