Play Your Part
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. (1 Corinthians 12:11-14, NIV)
	If you have never listened to a professional orchestra, you should. An orchestra is a large instrumental ensemble that contains sections of string, brass, woodwind, and percussion instruments. It contains several musicians playing their individual instrument at exactly the right time to make a beautiful and harmonious musical composition. No one plays a major part, and no one plays a minor part, but each individual is of the exact same importance as it relates to the composition as a whole. The symbols or chimes in the back of the room may not look like an important instrument to play to the audience, but they are absolutely vital to the overall design of the musical composition. If they miss their opportunity to play at the perfect time, or if they quit waiting for their time to play, everyone suffers and the composition will fail to make the impact on the audience that it was intended to. Furthermore, every musician must play the instrument that they are skilled at playing. If one is skilled at the violin but plays the trumpet, he is not playing to his strengths and the orchestra will not sound right.
Every orchestra also has a conductor that leads them as they play. This conductor’s job is to ensure that every musician plays their instruments passionately, properly, and timely. The audience may not notice when a musician stops playing, or is playing half-heartedly, but the conductor does. The conductor is just as pleased with every musician, regardless of the instrument they play, when they play their part the way they should.
Regardless of the value you place on your instrument and your part in the orchestra, God places great importance you. You are important to him and He is paying attention to the effort you are putting into playing your instrument. Make a beautiful melody that has an impact on the world. Listen and hear how beautiful the orchestra can be when we all play together and play our part.
