Playdough
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2, NIV)
	Kids love playdough. They can mold, shape, and form this lifeless lump of stuff into anything that their minds dream of. My son would make his playdough take the shape of cars, trucks, snakes, and slugs. My daughters, on the other hand, would use the same exact playdough and turn it into butterflies, flowers, princesses, and ponies. The playdough itself is exactly the same. It is the mold that they use that forces the playdough into different shapes.
	We will conform to whatever mold we press ourselves into. We can take the shape of a beautiful and unique representative of Christ, or we can be pressed into the pattern that our culture and allow society to shape us. We can be special, priceless, unique, and set apart, or we can just be another sloppy copy of the world. Pressure is coming, and the pressures of this life will press you down and spread you out. The environment in which you place yourself- the television programs you watch, music you listen to, books you read, and the people you surround yourself with- will shape you into the very pattern that they themselves are shaped. If you have surrounded yourself with cynical, angry, and judgmental people and influences, chances are you have become cynical, angry, and judgmental yourself. But when you surround yourself with Christ-like people and you fill your environment with the things of God, you will slowly be conformed into the perfect pattern of Jesus Christ (sanctification). So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord--who is the Spirit--makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. (2 Corinthians 3:18, NLT)
Do not be a sloppy copy of this wicked world. Press yourself into the perfect pattern of Jesus Christ and allow him to change your actions and your attitude. Allow Him to shape you like playdough. Pretty soon, people won’t see snakes and slugs or butterflies and flowers, they will see Jesus Christ living in you.
