Pruning
I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. (John 15:1-2, NIV)
Roses are one of the most beautiful and complex flowers in God’s creation, but it takes great care to ensure that they stay strong, healthy, productive, and beautiful. There are many things that factor into the development of these beautiful flowers, but there is one key element that truly makes the difference. The key to maintaining roses is pruning.
Pruning ensures that roses stay healthy and vigorous while producing larger flowers with strong stems. Pruning eliminates dead and diseased parts and it decreases the likelihood of any form of fungus or mildew buildup. It cuts away what is dead and dying in order to live healthy and grow stronger. Pruning also must also be done at the proper time. This allows the gardener to become creative and to shape their plant into any design he sees fit. But if you trim the wrong part, or prune in the wrong season, you may cause irreversible damage or even kill the plant. Furthermore, when a plant has been infected and the damage has already been done, the only way to stop the complete destruction of the plant and be rid of the fungus completely is to cut off the diseased branch. God knows the evils in the world and the damage they can do if they attach themselves to us it’s like a fungus. That is why He wants us to avoid the many harmful things that can destroy us. 
We will go through several seasons in this life. Some of which are times of rapid growth and others painful pruning and heavy loss. But in every season, what is being done is eventually for the good of the plant. Maybe you have been pruned lately and felt the deep cut of God’s pruning shears, or maybe have been lying dormant, waiting for the sun to come out. Whatever the reason or the season, we have a skillful Gardener who knows what’s ahead. He knows what we can bear and what we cannot. He knows what is healthy for us and what is like fungus. He knows which branch in our lives will bear fruit and which ones need to be removed. We are the most complex and beautiful of all of God’s creation and God is shaping us to be even more productive and beautiful. He is perfectly tending His garden of believers. God loves you and wants what is best for you, even if He has to prune you.
