Scapegoat
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29, NIV)
In the Old Testament, God gave His people many things in order to establish them as His own people and tell the story of redemption. He gave them the law to show them His standard and that they would need Him to fulfill it. And He gave them priests, prophets, and kings (earthly kings were a concession because of their hard hearts) as types to foreshadow the One that would come to save them. One particular detail of great importance in God’s story of redemption is how He illustrated the sacrifice for His people’s sins. This is the illustration of the Scapegoat.
Every year, the high priest would sacrifice a goat for the sins of the people. He would kill a blemish free goat as the blood sacrifice for their sins and sprinkle blood from that sacrifice on the people, covering everyone. Then the priest would take another goat, lay his hands on it, and symbolically place all the sins of the people on it. They would then release that goat into the wilderness, where the goat would take away the sins of the people... for a time. It was a temporary measure that would only last for one year. The priest would have to do it all over again, year after year, decade after decade, century after century, until the ultimate Sacrifice- the Lamb of God- would take upon Himself all of the sins of the world.
Jesus is the law perfectly fulfilled. He is the perfect Priest, the perfect Prophet, the perfect King, and the perfect Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. No more scapegoats.
