Sins Bite
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load. (Galatians 6:1-5, ESV)
A young boy named Scott had a job as a newspaper delivery boy. Early one morning, while peddling his bicycle down the road, and with a pouch full of heavy Sunday newspapers, he spotted a dog lying motionless across the street that looked in desperate need of help. The dog was whimpering and wining and showed obvious signs that it was recently hit by a car. Desperately wanting to save the poor hurting dog, little Scott leapt from his bike, dropped his pouch of papers, and ran up with his heart and his hands out to help. However, even while looking helpless and eager for help, the dog turned and bit young Scott drawing blood. Unfortunately, the dog lashed out against its only hope for help and died shortly after.
We can be like that hurting dog lying injured in the road, and sometimes we can be like the little boy, Scott, running to help out the hurting with our heart in our hands. The important thing to remember is that hurting people sometimes hurt people. Even within the church. We are bound to make mistakes and hurt each other as we mature in our walk of faith. If someone has hurt you, give them grace and forgive them (that is not to excuse poor behavior which must be corrected and addressed gently and in love). It is easier said than done, I know, but it is a requirement of Christ. We also must be cautious when dealing with the wounds of others and remember that, if we are not careful, we may get bit. Bear your brother’s burdens and help them out when you can. But, watch out and be cautious. Sins bite.
