Something in the Way
A person's steps are directed by the LORD. How then can anyone understand their own way? (Proverbs 20:24, NIV)
In the book of Numbers, we read about a prophet for hire named Balaam. Balaam was not an Israelite, but he had the gift of prophecy. Unfortunately, he allowed his greed to consume him and to pollute his perspective to the point that he could not see what was standing in his way. What frustrated him and took him off his reckless path was the very thing that saved his life. His steps were being directed by the LORD, even though he couldn’t see it.
Balak was the king of Moab. He hired Balaam to put a curse on the people of Israel. But God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on those people, because they are blessed." (Numbers 22:12, NIV) Balaam initially obeyed, but later we find that he had enticed the Israelites to be unfaithful to the LORD by eating food sacrificed to idols and engaging in sexual immorality (Numbers 31:16, Revelation 2:14). As a direct result of their unfaithfulness to the LORD, a plague struck the Israelites.
While Balaam was on the road heading to Moab, God sent an angel prevent him from continuing. Balaam couldn’t see this angel but the donkey he was riding did. Three times the angel stood in Balaam’s path and three times the donkey stopped. All three times Balaam got off of the donkey and beat her until she got back on the road. After the third beating the donkey actually spoke to Balaam. She asked, “What have I done to make you beat me three times?” Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes and he finally saw the angel standing there with his sword drawn. The angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me. The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If it had not turned away, I would certainly have killed you by now, but I would have spared it.” (Numbers 22:32-33, NIV)
Is there something blocking the path that you have planned to walk today? Balaam couldn’t see the danger that was standing only a few feet in front of him, and it was ready to end him. Sometimes we do not see the dangers that are staring us in the face until it is too late. Maybe God has placed something in your path to stand in your way in order to lovingly spare you from tragedy. Maybe God is directing your steps in a way that you don’t see or understand for a very good reason. Have faith that whatever the Lord puts in your path is there for a purpose. There is always a bigger and better purpose in your life than what you are able to see. Maybe we should appreciate having something in the way.
