Sosthenes
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; (Lamentations 3:22, ESV)
	Often in Scripture, when describing an inexhaustible source of something or overabundance that cannot be contained, that particular word is pluralized. When describing God’s mercy that is renewed every day, for example, mercy is pluralized; meaning that God extends an inexhaustible supply of mercy that cannot be diminished, ever. And who better to deliver this message of God’s mercy than those who have personally experienced God’s mercy!
The mercy of God provides a second chance for everyone, regardless of your history and circumstance. God’s mercy also translates to others through you (Matthew 18:21-35, James 2:13), in what I call, “The Mercy Rule.” No matter what you have thought, or said, or done, God shows His mercy to the repentant (Hebrews 8:12). It is important to note, however, that true repentance will result in a change of actions (Luke 3:8–14; Acts 3:19). An example of this mercy rule is the relationship of Paul (a persecutor of Christians turned minister to Christians) and a man named Sosthenes.
	Sosthenes was considered a spiritual and social leader in the local synagogue of Corinth and was quite influential. However, he considered the message of Jesus Christ as the true Messiah to be heresy. So, when he heard Paul preach the Gospel in Corinth, Sosthenes became outraged. Because of his hatred for Paul and the message he preached, Sosthenes dragged Paul to court to pursue legal charges, but God protected Paul (Acts 18:1, 9-11). The other leaders of the synagogue turned on Sosthenes and he was punished instead of Paul (Acts 18:14-17).
	Interestingly, we see Sosthenes again in 1 Corinthians 1:1, where Paul mentions him as a dear friend in the faith. I find it ironic that the Lord brought Paul and Sosthenes together- two peas in the proverbial pod- as persecutors. Could it be that Paul ministered to Sosthenes after his beating and that Paul’s act of mercy convinced Sosthenes that Paul’s Lord is truly the Messiah? Who better to minister to a persecutor than one who has been a persecutor and yet shows mercy? Maybe somehow underneath the pile of anger, he got some spiritual sense knocked into him and realized the truth of Christ by the mercy that Paul showed him. Paul extended mercy to Sosthenes because he personally experienced God’s mercy, changing foe to friend. Is there someone that you need to extend mercy to today? Can you show the unending mercies of God to a foe in the hopes of gaining a friend? Who is your Sosthenes?
