Speak Up
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed. Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice.                  (Proverbs 31:8-9, NLT)
On January 30, 1933, Adolph Hitler was named chancellor- the most powerful position in the German government. Hitler was the leader of the right-wing National Socialist German Workers Party called, "The Nazi Party." They believed that Germans were superior to other races and began to put into practice their hateful ideology of exterminating Jews, Christians, Gypsies, and the handicapped. The evils of those days were allowed to continually grow and destroy life because righteous people did not speak up and stand up for what is right, until it was almost too late. The United States finally got involved to protect the persecuted, the weak, and the helpless, but it was only after we were the ones attacked.
America's isolation from war ended on December 7, 1941, when Japan staged a surprise attack on the American military installations in the Pacific. The most devastating strike came at Pearl Harbor. In just a two-hour attack, Japanese warplanes sank or damaged 18 warships and destroyed 164 aircraft. Over 2,400 servicemen and civilians lost their lives, many of whom drowned, trapped inside naval vessels. It was horrific. Neither the spread of evil, nor the persecutions of God’s people are new to this world. Both of these atrocities will remain until the world is made new, but we Christians will always have a responsibility to defend the weak. We must be the mouthpiece for those that cannot speak and we must stand up for those that cannot stand against their enemies. If America is silent while injustices and atrocities are prevalent across the globe- if we remain silent as millions of beautiful babies are being butchered and murdered in the womb and if we are silent when our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ are being arrested, tortured, and executed for no reason other than their faith- who will speak for them?
Written after he had been imprisoned for eight years in concentration camps as the personal prisoner of Adolf Hitler, German theologian Martin Niemoller describes the incremental process of persecution this way: “First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out because I was not a Socialist. Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew. And then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.”
	Speak up for your brothers and sisters, created by God, who are now being mutilated and murdered in the womb. Speak up for your brothers and sisters that are being tortured, crucified, and beheaded across the globe. Speak up for injustices wherever you see them. If you don’t speak up now there may be no one left to speak up when they come for you.
