Start Listening
I wait quietly before God, for my victory comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress where I will never be shaken. Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him. (Psalms 62:1-2, 5, NLT)
	My kids talk a lot. In-fact, they talk so much there are many times I cannot give them proper instructions because they are talking instead of listening. Many times they miss out on desert or a treat after dinner because they cannot stop talking and goofing off and do what they were instructed to do. I think we may very well be doing the same thing to our Heavenly Father. 
I get up early to start my day with a good straightforward devotional, prayer, and the Word of God. I always feel like I need to be actively doing something- reading something, thinking about something, or saying something, but I rarely stop and listen. I read my devotional and Scripture and I attempt to apply it to my life every day. I pray over my family and friends, church, work, community, and country. After I give God a nice long “to do” list I head to work and find that I have missed out on one of the most important and priceless gifts I could have received: hearing from my Father.
God gives each one of us His ever-listening ear, but sometimes He wants to be heard. The quiet moments in prayer or in reflecting on Scripture are usually the moments in which we hear just who God really is- when He shares with us His thoughts, His heart, and His desires. So many times, people ask, “Why doesn’t God speak to me? Why can’t I hear Him?” I think the real question we should be asking ourselves is, “Am I listening?” It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. (Lamentations 3:26, ESV)
