Stay or Go?
And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 10:38-39, ESV)
	In home churches all over the world followers of Jesus Christ gather together in secret locations to avoid persecution. They gather to worship, fellowship, teach, pray, study and listen to the outlawed Word of God and share to in the Lord’s Supper. They worship, fellowship, teach, pray, study, listen and share every day as if their life depended on it, because it does.
Imagine you live in a country where professing the name of Jesus was a capital offense punishable by death. The very possession of just one page of a Bible, regardless of translation, denomination, or theological position, meant immediate imprisonment or even death. You risk your life, and the lives of your entire family, every time you meet in the shadows. Every week you see new men and women come to worship with reckless abandon as tears uncontrollably run down their faces. Your heart sinks as you suddenly notice that there are faces missing from the crowd you saw last week. Another week has past, and another brother or sister has been killed for Christ. Then another, then another. Suddenly the door is kicked open. Pieces of the shabbily built door fly across the room as dozens of soldiers fill the room and surround you. One tall well-built man steps in front all the rest of the soldiers and addresses the crowd. “Anyone unwilling to die for Jesus tonight may leave right now! You have ten seconds!” Half of the people in the room jump to their feet and run for the door screaming, “I am not a Christian!” You drop to your knees, close your eyes, and accept the probability of a martyr’s death. You know very well that in this part of the world the entire room could be gunned down without reservation. After a few seconds that seem like eternity, you slowly open your mouth to speak, “I am a Christian. If I must die for Christ tonight, then I must die. But I will not deny Christ.” But this soldier doesn’t kill you. He closes the door and turns to speak to you. “Nor will I deny Christ. Now that all of the spies and apostates are gone let us truly worship the Lord!”
If you lived in this country would you still claim the name of Jesus Christ? Would you proudly wear the name of Jesus Christ if it meant that your wife, children, and everyone you love could be murdered? Pray for the persecuted church all over the world, and ask yourself, “Would I stay or would I go?”
