Suffering Christian
For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. (Philippians 1:29-30, ESV)
	Is it possible to be within the perfect will of God and be in a state of hardship, pain, and suffering? If you believe some of the health, wealth, and prosperity teaching around these days you would say no, but the truth is, the closer we come to Christ in this life the more we will suffer for it. Hate to break it to you, but Christians will suffer.
So, where do we get this idea that followers of Christ are not to suffer when everything in Scripture says the exact opposite? Most Christians can quote, “and we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose,” (Romans 8:28, ESV) but these same people forget to read the very next verse, “for those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” (Romans 8:28-29 ESV) Clearly God’s desire is for us to be more and more like Jesus Christ every day of our lives. This process is called “sanctification” and sometimes, most times in-fact, sanctification hurts.
In stark contrast to some of the lukewarm “Christian” teaching out there, we who obey and trust Jesus Christ are actually privileged to suffer for our faith in Jesus. Jesus promises this: and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. (Matthew 10:22, ESV) The apostle Paul reiterates this decades later, Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. (2 Timothy 3:12, ESV) Remember, the apostles actually rejoiced in their suffering for Christ. “they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. (Acts 5:41) The early church knew what we have forgotten: It is a privilege to suffer for the cause of Christ. (Colossians 1:24, 1Peter 4:13)
So why in the world would anyone think it was a privilege to suffer? Quite simply, because in our suffering we resemble the Lord Jesus (conforming into the pattern of Jesus) and are united with Him in trials. We have the evidence that we are His if trials come upon us for His name’s sake. It is, in fact, something to worry about if you are not being persecuted as a Christian. If you want to live a life that is safe and comfortable, stay away from Jesus. Your suffering will actually increase as a direct correlation to your intimacy with Him. That is, however, precisely our goal: become more like Christ. Be a suffering Christian.
