Tailgating
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. (Matthew 26:57-58, ESV)
Different perceptions and expectations will almost certainly get us into a wreck when we follow them too closely, rather than Jesus. Peter followed too closely to his own idea of what he thought the Messiah was supposed to be, not what the Scriptures clearly taught, and the brakes of his expectations locked up on him- he got himself into a wreck.
The Jews tended to emphasize the Messiah’s kingship (Isaiah 4-30) and His conquering and powerful nature (Isaiah 55-63), but often overlooked His humility as a suffering servant (Isaiah 42-53, Psalm 22). Peter slammed into his failed expectations and subsequently denied Jesus out of self-preservation, even calling curses upon himself (Mark 17:71, Matt 26:74). As a result, he followed Jesus at a “safe distance” so he could see what would happen. Eventually realized that he had denied Jesus and broke down, “weeping bitterly.”  After Jesus’ resurrection, He reinstated Peter as an Apostle and repeated His original command, “Follow Me!” (John 21:19)
Jesus knew Peter would fail, but Peter’s failures never changed God’s plan for him or His love for him. Jesus also knows that we will fail, but our failures don’t change His love or His plan for us. We don’t follow an idea or perception of Jesus, nor do we follow merely the teachings of Jesus, we follow Jesus. He knows that we will be tested. He knows that we will have misunderstandings and failures, but He forgives us, picks us up, dusts us off, and sends us back on our way. He repeats His command to us, the first time we heard His call, “Follow Me!” I want to challenge you to ask yourself if you are tailgating Jesus. If you find that there is too much distance between you and Jesus, close the gap. Get back on track. If you have been following Jesus at a distance, if you have denied Him, if you have failed Him, or just given up altogether, come back to Him. Remember His invitation when He first called you, “Follow Me!” And don’t leave any room where Jesus ends and you begin. Tailgate Jesus.
