The Desire of a New Heart
You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24, NIV)
	What is the desire of your heart? The desire of the regenerated Christian heart is different than that of the old heart we once had. Our hearts have been changed (and continue to be changed) from self-exalting to self-humbling, self-centered to God-centered, self-entitled to self-sacrificing. It is a heart that actually wants to please the Lord because of all that He has done, and continues to do, for us. We begin to cultivate a desire to please Him and accomplish the tasks (good works) that He places in front of us every day (Ephesians 2:10). A truly surrendered life to Jesus Christ must absolutely be changed from self-reliance to a God-reliance in order to accomplish this.
Only God is able to save us from the penalty of our sins; we are undeserved and unworthy. This is a component of grace. It is underserved kindness and a freely given gift that is also a motivating factor of holiness. It urges us to desire the things of God, to seek Him and His will in everything that we do, and to live a life that pleases Him. A life that makes Him proud.
Looking at our lives through a newly created heart is a way at looking at our life through the eyes of God: it gives us God’s perspective. We discover that God is, in-fact, the great treasure that humans spend their entire lives in search of. It is a desire to accomplish good deeds because we have been given grace. We do this because of our salvation, not for our salvation. It is fruit to see one’s salvation, not to earn it. It is also why you and I cannot settle for anything less than a God-centered, Christ-exalting, self-denying Gospel that is full of service and generosity- a life that has been recreated to be reflect God’s righteousness and holiness. Because that is the desire of a new heart.
