The Fear of God
Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. (Psalms 36:1-2, ESV)
	There was a time in America when people had a reverence and a healthy fear of God. Then society changed and made the fear of God a primary focus. God was imagined as an old man in the clouds just waiting to vaporize sinners with a bolt of lightning. A few generations later, society changed again, as did it’s imagining of God. This generation viewed God as nothing more than love- completely void of righteousness, holiness, and justice. “God is love” became their mantra as they warped and twisted a godly attribute to suite their sinful lifestyle. The truth is: love is part of God’s character, as is kindness, mercy, and grace. But, so is justice, righteousness, and holiness. In-fact, the one that best describes the “I AM” is holiness. And God’s holiness is to be loved, respected, revered, and feared. Holy is the only description of God that is repeated three times in all of Scripture. (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8).
	Interestingly, Scripture paints a clear picture of man’s reaction when faced with the holiness of God: fear. Fear unavoidably strikes their hearts and they immediately fall to their face, or they freeze in terror. However, immediately following their fear, God lovingly tells them, “fear not.” He shows His unfathomable love and kindness in the midst of the sinful man standing in His presence. The heart of man must always fear the holiness of God or he will never stop sinning. In his book, “The Knowledge of the Holy,” A.W. Tozer writes, “When men no longer fear God, they transgress His laws without hesitation. The fear of consequences is no deterrent when the fear of God is gone… In olden days men of faith were said to ‘walk in the fear of God’ and to ‘serve the Lord with fear.’ The self-assurance of modern Christians, the basic levity present in so many of our religious gatherings, the shocking disrespect shown for the Person of God, are evidence enough of deep blindness of heart. Many call themselves by the name of Christ, talk much about God, and pray to Him sometimes, but evidently do not know who He is. ‘The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life,’ but this healing fear is today hardly found among Christian men.”4
	God is not just candy canes and lollipops. He is holy and righteous too. His love cannot exist without His wrath poured out on the very sin that destroys those He loves. Refusing to punish evil is an unrighteous act and God cannot be unrighteous. He is all loving, yes, but He is all holy too- the all righteous Judge. And as such, He is to be loved, respected, obeyed, and feared.
