The Filing Cabinet
“I—yes, I alone—will blot out your sins for my own sake and will never think of them again. (Isaiah 43:25, NLT)
	While getting dressed for work one morning, a husband noticed that his wife’s make-up drawer had been left partially open. She had already left for work before he got up. He could never understand why it takes her so long to put get ready, so he decided to investigate. The husband opened the drawer completely, pushed aside several jars of make-up, lotion, eyeliner, and perfume. All the way in the back of the drawer he noticed a small rectangular item. He reached inside, pulled it to the front, and opened it. It was a small filing cabinet that was filled papers containing names, places, times, dates, and a description of everything he had ever done wrong!
	That story is not true at all, but it does illustrate a point I would like to make: If God forgets our sins against Him, why do we keep a permanent record of sins against us? There is a direct correlation between how God forgives our sins and how we forgive the sins of others. Jesus tells us directly: “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15, NLT) He then gives an illustration of this truth in a parable called, “The Unmerciful Servant.” (Matthew 18:21-35)
Unfortunately, we see this most vividly in our marriages. When our spouse sins against us, or we sin against them, we file it away in our little filing cabinet of sin and store it away. We get into a fight and pull out the permanent personnel file of our spouse. We throw the most hurtful thing we can at them until someone storms off and slams the bedroom door. You held onto a sin, rather than forgive that sin. No one has won the fight; you both lost. If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, God does not remember your sin. He doesn’t throw it in your face. There is no filing cabinet with your name on it and nothing will be used against you when you may disagree with God. Forgive the excusable in others because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you. Dump the filing cabinet.
