The First Step
 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. (Colossians 3:12-13, NLT)
	When someone does you wrong, who makes it right? When someone offends you and hurts you, or you offend and hurt someone else, who is the one that mends the tear in the relationship? The more mature person always takes the first step.
	In almost any argument, either person involved usually views themselves as the injured party. You probably overemphasize the guilt of another while downplaying your own. Maybe you exaggerate someone’s actions or attitude in a way that it was not intended so that you can paint yourself as the victim, or perhaps you are simply sensitive about a particular topic and assume ill intent at the slightest mention of it. Or maybe it really is rarest of occasions when two people are equally guilty of equal offenses with equal intent. Regardless of the particulars, the answer remains the same in every circumstance: the more spiritually mature always puts down the gloves, stops fighting, and forgives first. But none of that can happen without Jesus Christ.
	The forgiveness of sins is impossible without Jesus. You see, God the Father could not forgive us without Jesus paying for our sins, and we cannot forgive others without Him either. Jesus did absolutely nothing wrong, yet He chose to take the first step towards repairing the broken relationship between Himself and us. He, of course, is the more spiritually mature and is the example of tenderheartedness, mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience that we all should strive to be. Let’s make allowances for one another’s faults and forgive. Let’s be the example and begin the process of repairing broken relationships. Let’s take the first step.
