The Good China
For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. (Leviticus 11:44, ESV)
My wife has some expensive China dishware that we got for our wedding, stored in a China Hutch. This dishware is very special to her and I think her world would turn upside down if one of these dishes were to be lost or broken. In fact, her China is so special to her that we have never used any of it, even to this very day. There has never been a meal cooked in our house that has ever been worthy of dirtying her China. My wife treats her China as a treasure and she cannot bring herself to use it for just any old common purpose. It is set apart.
We are commanded to be set apart- reserved for a special purpose. We are to be on display (Matthew 5:13-16), different from all the rest of the dinnerware: clean, beautiful and ready for special use. Ready for the most special of house guests at the most special of all banquets. When Jesus Christ bought us with His blood, He did more than just rinse us off and stack us next to all the cracked cups and chipped bowls. When Jesus bought us, He made us (and is still making us) into something special- a masterpiece that is reserved for that special day. The day when the good China finally comes out for the best dinner (Revelation 19:6-9). We are holy and dedicated to God for His purposes, set apart as something special. So, treat yourself, your family, and the family of God as the special and set apart thing that we are; we are the Good China.
