The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. (John 3:16-18, ESV)
	If you have been a Christian for any length of time, you are most likely familiar with the term, “The Good News” or, “The Gospel.” It is saving grace through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ- our redemption and forgiveness of sins through His finished work and sacrifice at the Cross. This is a point of emphasis for every single Christian church, and rightly so. As Paul emphasizes: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16, NIV) That’s definitely good news, but there is also the bad news and the ugly news.
	The bad news is that those who reject the sacrifice of Jesus Christ will have no defense when they are judged by God. Everyone is guilty of sin (Romans 3:23) and the entire world, from beginning of time till the end of time, will be held accountable to God for their sins (Romans 3:19). No one will be justified on their own merits (Romans 3:20). The only defense is Jesus (Acts 4:12). The “ugly news” is that our salvation had to come through the ugly brutal torture of God Himself. To impute the righteousness of the Savior and be found “not guilty” in the eyes of God, Jesus Christ had to endure the most horrific torture you could conceive of and take upon Himself all of your most wretched ugly sins. He had to take all of the ugly to bring the beauty. That is the good news, the bad news, and the ugly news.
