The Quality of Your Work
Do your work willingly, as though you were serving the Lord himself, and not just your earthly master. In fact, the Lord Christ is the one you are really serving, and you know that he will reward you. (Colossians 3:23-24, CEV)
	A carpenter had given his employer decades of reliable service. He had been increasingly relied upon throughout the years for his knowledge and ability in virtually every aspect of home construction. One day, this, now elderly, carpenter informed his employer of his desire to retire and live a more leisurely life with his wife. The employer was understandably sad to see his longtime trusted employee, and now close friend, leave the business. He asked the carpenter if he could build just one more home as a personal favor to him. The elderly contractor reluctantly agreed, but his heart was not in it. He gave poor effort to his work and used inferior materials throughout the entire project. He cut corners and left several areas incomplete. It was a shameful way to end his career.
	When the carpenter had finished his work the builder came to inspect the house. Then he handed the carpenter the keys to the front door. He said, “You have been loyal to me and have given me many years of hard work. Now, I am giving you this house.” The carpenter was shocked at first, then ashamed. Had he only known that his last project would be the most personal of them all he would have done everything much differently. Now, he must live the rest of his life in the home he had built half-heartedly, reminded of his poor craftsmanship everywhere he looks.
	We build our lives in much the same way a carpenter would build a house. This life is the only chance we have to build properly. We must be diligent and give our very best effort each day. Our life today is the result of our actions and attitudes of yesterday, and our life tomorrow will be the result of our actions and attitudes of today. Build wisely my friend.
