The Right to Take a Life
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. (Psalm 139:13-16, NLT)
And I will require the blood of anyone who takes another person’s life. If a wild animal kills a person, it must die. And anyone who murders a fellow human must die. If anyone takes a human life, that person’s life will also be taken by human hands. For God made human beings in his own image. (Genesis 9:5-6, NLT)
	“What would you do if your wife or daughter was raped and got pregnant? Would you keep the baby?” Take a minute and let the gravity of that question hit you before you read on. When someone puts you on the spot like that and asks a question that many Christians go to great lengths to avoid, please take a minute to answer them seriously and honestly, but most important: biblically.
This is the question I was asked by a coworker one day. It is a question that many Christians simply cannot, or will not, answer, but it is a subject that needs to be discussed if we are to live out our faith with integrity. We simply cannot shy away from questions, even if they are uncomfortable to answer. You may call them the “tough questions,” but are they really all that difficult to answer? God tells us in Scripture that He knew us before we were even conceived (Psalm 139:13-16, Psalm 51:5, Jeremiah 1:5) and that He alone is the giver of life (Genesis 1:21, Psalm 36:9, 1 Timothy 6:13). That means that God owns all life, regardless of how they came to be conceived and what difficulties they may face. We do not even have a claim to our own lives. God owns that too. It is a gift that He has given us and it is one that we have no right to refuse. Even a life that is born into the most dire of circumstances, God is able to take all the sorrow and pain and shape it into a masterpiece (Ephesians 2:10) -a beautiful life full of God’s glory and handiwork (Genesis 50:20, Romans 8:28).
“Abortion” and “suicide” are academic terms that we use to describe the destruction of a human life. God calls it murder, and the penalty is death. Abortion and suicide are wrong in every circumstance and are only options because we allow them to be. You and I do not have the right to take a life. Only God has that right. Shame on any Christian who says otherwise.
