The Rusted Fender
But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8, ESV)
 	Men love fixing things, especially things that have been broken and discarded. There is a feeling of satisfaction that resonates deep within us when we salvage a rusted and mangled fender, pound out the dents, and skillfully mold it into a better-than-original masterpiece. It’s a feeling of satisfaction, accomplishment, and contentment. I believe that God feels the same sort of satisfaction when He repairs broken, mangled, rusted things like us.
When you repair a damaged fender you actually have to damage it further before you can fix it. You must cut into it and grind away all the rot, the cancer, in the hopes that there will be enough good metal to work with. Then, once all the damaged metal has been cut away the repairs can finally begin. The next step in the repair process is to find a new, clean and strong piece of metal that fits perfectly into the cut-out; it fills the void. Then you weld the new piece to the existing structure in order to strengthen it and make a permanent bond. Now, during this welding process metal is taken past the point where it can hold itself together and it completely falls apart. It literally melts under this extreme heat, but in the right hands, this molten metal can be permanently bonded with the new stronger metal. The repair process may have destroyed part of the fender, but now it’s perfect. Now, it’s built to last.
Like any master craftsman, God enjoys working with His hands. When you need repairs, He will cut and grind off all the damaged parts that eat at you and slowly destroy you. He will mold you into something better than brand new. He will make you stronger and more resilient, but it is painful sometimes. You will be taken past the point where you can hold yourself together and completely fall apart in a hot mess. But, when you allow God to work, He is making a new you. This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17, NLT) Let God work in you. Let Him repair the rusted fender.
