The Trouble with the Light
And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” (John 3:19-21, ESV)
As followers of Jesus Christ, we are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). We have a hope and a peace in us that the world does not have and cannot understand. We light up a room just by walking into it. With a smile and an encouraging word, we can spread the warmth and love of Christ to the world around us. It is an outpouring of what the Lord has deposited within us and it is recognizable to all.
There is a spiritual representation of every man that is perceived by everyone he meets. This spiritual representation is a direct reflection of what is in his heart and it is manifest outwardly by his demeanor, body language, actions, and attitude. He cannot hide it from anyone and it is perceived differently by different people, depending on their spiritual health (2 Corinthians 2:15-16). We are a joy to most but are hated by our enemy. To the one that hates the light, we are a threat that must be stopped at all cost, and he will stop at nothing to try and snuff out our blinking beacon.
The light of Jesus attracts the lost and provides a way out of the darkness for all those who are looking for a way out, but we must always remember that there is an enemy out there that hates the light. He hates the light because it exposes the filth of the world and he will stop at nothing to try and shoot out that light. Jesus brings light to a darkened and lost world: the light of life, love, salvation, and hope. So, smile and shine the light of Jesus today to a lost world, even if people have trouble with the light.
