The Value of You
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? (Psalms 8:3-4, NIV)
	What are you worth? Are there different monetary values assigned to different cultures, races, sexes, or ethnicities? Are you worth more because you are older and wiser or because you are younger, cuter, and cuddlier? Does physical appearance factor into determining value? Does your income, home, vehicles, or social status play any part in your market value? Who has the right do define the value of you, and what is that value? All of these variables play a part in the world’s value system, but not in God’s.
Regardless of how we may feel at times and what society often tells us, we do not have unqualified “right” to our own bodies, nor do we have the right to determine our own worth; God alone has that right. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, NIV) God alone defines our value. Not you. Not me. 
Perhaps we may feel that our previous sins, or a lack some particular sins, may increase or decrease our value, but is not true either. Not even the original sin of mankind takes away the image of God. We reflect an eternal God that knew us from before we were made- the One that purposely called us into being. Humans, although fallen, are sacred because we carry God's image. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27, ESV) Nothing else in all of God’s creation has that honor. God creates and fashions our lives in the womb, and He has a plan for our lives. "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." (Jeremiah 1:5, NIV) For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. (Psalm 139:13-14, NIV)
	We have been bought. The price that was paid for you and I was not cash or bond, nor was it silver or gold. The price that was paid for you and I was the life of the Son of God. The blood of Jesus Christ paid the debt that we could not. Please understand, the value of just one human life is worth more than every penny in the world. So, before you begin to think down about yourself and devalue yourself or others, think about the value that our Heavenly Father places on you. You are the most expensive things in all of creation. That is the value of you.
