Treasure in the Dark
And I will give you treasures hidden in the darkness-secret riches. I will do this so you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, the One who calls you by name. (Isaiah 45:3, NLT)
	Have you ever been walking around and all of a sudden the lights go out? When darkness comes and it seems that you have lost all hope of seeing the light, you stop dead in your tracks and freeze. You stop because you cannot see your next step and because it may not be safe to walk alone in the darkness- into the unknown. Life and circumstances changed, and you didn’t see it coming. The lights went out and you don’t know what to do next. However, if you stop and remain patient while you wait for your eyes to adjust you may see the light in the darkness that you had never seen before- light that has been unnoticed before, but only visible now that the lights have been turned out. 
Sometimes, the most beautiful things you will ever see are hidden in darkness. F.B. Meyer said it this way, “Whenever you get into a prison of circumstances, be on watch. Prisons are rare places for seeing things. It was in prison that Bunyan saw his wondrous allegory and Paul met the Lord and John looked through heaven’s door and Joseph saw God’s mercy. God has no chance to show His mercy to some of us except when we are in some distressing sorrow. The night is the time to see the stars.”9 Sometimes you have to be in the darkest places before you can be wondrously woven into the design God has planned for you.
The simplistic beauty of the night sky cannot be seen in the daylight. It is only in the darkest times that the subtle lights shine the brightest. That is when we hear the still small voice of God gently speaking to our souls, comforting us, guiding us, teaching us, and strengthening us. We will come out of the darkness stronger, more faithful, more grateful, and more dependent on the LORD. God is still busy at work, even in the darkest hours of our lives. That is when we will find the secret riches that have been hidden- the treasure in the dark.
