Tugboat
The one who lives with integrity is righteous; his children who come after him will be happy. (Proverbs 20:7, HCSB)
Tugboats are a special kind of boat. They are not the most expensive, luxurious, or the fastest of ships, but they are strong. Tugboats move other vessels that cannot move by themselves or that have been disabled by pulling them out of harm’s way and into a safe harbor. There the damaged vessel may receive the attention they need and be repaired.
Additionally, tugboats are powerfully and strongly built. They are able to move massive objects that are many times their own size with relative ease. They slowly and gently guide vessels through dangerous and narrow canals, carefully keeping them on a safe path. They can even tug multiple vessels at the same time by connecting them all together with a strong tow cable. Then, once all of the vessels are connected to the cable the tugboat starts pulling. Sometimes it may take a while for the cable to become taught and all of the ships to align, but with proper leadership all the vessels behind will naturally follow the tugboat that leads them. During their journey, a gentle protective wake forms in which all of the vessels may safely travel until they all reach their destination together. All of this is accomplished without any form of impact or rough treatment of the vessels. The only thing that is required is the gentle and consistent leadership in the right direction and a strong cable.
A tugboat is a perfect example of how a man ought to lead his family. Men are created bigger and stronger than women and children for four primary reasons: to gently and consistently lead them in the right direction, to carry the burdens that they cannot, to provide a protective environment for their journey, and never quit. We are to grab hold of God’s Word and attach it to our family in the same way a strong cable is attached to the boats that follow that tugboat. We lead the way and deflect all of the debris and wreckage in our wake, protecting our families. All of this happens naturally if you just don’t stop. You may be approaching your final destination, or you may have just begun to head in the right direction, but you must finish your journey. Perhaps you are still waiting for your fleet to follow; just keep chugging. As long as you are firmly tied to the Word of God that cable will get taught and they will naturally fall in line. In every situation the answer is always the same: be gentle and consistent in your leadership, carry the load that your family cannot, provide a safe environment for them, and keep on tugging. That’s what you are built for, tugboat.
