What is in Your Garden?
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6-7, ESV)
What is sin? Technically, sin is any action, attitude, or thought that opposes God. Sin is both commission (doing what is wrong) and omission (not doing what is right). It’s “missing the mark.” But, honestly, we all know what sin is. We are born into the knowledge of good and evil (our sinful condition, or original sin). We automatically know that murdering, stealing, lying, adultery, elevating anything in place of God are all evil and we know it without being told. We know all of this because Adam allowed sin into his garden.
Adam and Eve were created as sinless representatives for the human race. Their actions, and lack of action, allowed sin to enter humanity and into the very nature of all of creation. And because of their choices, every child of Adam enters the human race stained with sin, condemnation, and death (Romans 5:12-21). When evil presented itself in Adam’s home, he allowed it to stay there and deceive his wife (Genesis 3). Adam should have eliminated the threat with extreme prejudice. He should have walked over and defended his bride and his home and ripped that serpent apart. But, he didn’t. Adam sinned by omission (not driving evil from his home) as well as commission (willful disobedience to God) and the result of that sin was the fracture of the very nature of mankind and of all creation. In an instant, sin entered God’s perfect creation.
Now, it’s up to us to be a new creation that comes from a re-birth in Christ. It is because of Jesus that we may drive evil from our hearts and from our homes. He has given us this ability and we must exercise it. If you have allowed sin to remain in your life, start doing the job God gave you: drive evil out from your home. We have all the authority and power of Christ Himself in us. He has granted us everything we need to lead our family and to protect them from evil (Luke 10:19). You know what is right and what is wrong. Man-up and protect your home from evil. Hate it, have no part of it, and kick it out of your home. What’s in your garden?
