  Who Are You?
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. (Ephesians 1:4-8, NIV)
	What is the first thing that comes to mind when someone asks, “What do you do?” Most likely you think of your employment. You are your profession: a cop, corrections officer, fireman, computer technician, electrician, teacher, cashier, cook, mechanic etc. You have automatically equated your employment to your identity, but is that really what defines you? Maybe you have allowed the sins of your past to define you. You may have been a liar, cheat, thief, fornicator, homosexual, or an adulterer at one time (and if you are still living in these un-repented sins then you have much bigger problems), but our past sins do not define who we are. Jesus does. He redeemed us and set us free to be who He created us to be (Isaiah 43:1). Unfortunately, we often allow things other than the Gospel of Jesus Christ to define us.
So who are we created to be? Before God created anything, He made up His mind to make you and I into creatures who reflect Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). We are His reflection, His image. We are chosen to be servants of the Most High. We are children of the Father of all creation, adopted into the family because of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:17). We are completely known and accepted by Him (Psalm 139:1-6). We are the twinkle in His eye when He thinks of the world that He formed out of nothing. We are valuable. Valuable enough that He sent His Son to be murdered for us so that we can spend eternity with Him. 
We will always be disappointed when we choose to be anything other than a follower of Jesus Christ. We are not the sum total of our accomplishments or our failures. We are chosen, redeemed, renewed, family, and loved. Christian, that’s who you are.
