Why Do Bad Things Happen? 
O LORD, even if I would argue my case with you, you would always be right. Yet, I want to talk to you about your justice. Why do wicked people succeed? Why do treacherous people have peace and quiet? (Jeremiah 12:1, GW)
So, here is the question: If God is all powerful and full of love and mercy, why does He allow so much pain and suffering in the world? It is a question that most of us ask at some point in our lives while we are in our most painful moments- when we just can’t understand why God allows the world to be so painful, but this question really amounts to an accusation that we bring against God. Asking this question means that we are accusing God of doing something wrong to harm us, but God never intended on our pain or suffering.
Satan, whose name means accuser in the Hebrew language, is always trying to place accusations against God in our mind. But if we accuse our Creator of doing something that is not in our best interests, we are accusing Him of doing something that is outside of His character. The fact is, we chose to bring pain and suffering into this world. It’s our fault, not His (Genesis 3:6). And that leads us to the other most common question: Where is God in all my suffering? The answer? In short: He is sitting next to you, weeping with you, and comforting you through it all (2 Corinthians 1:3-7).
Please understand, God hates when bad things happen to us. He always wants the best for us (Jeremiah 29:11), but God’s love does not prohibit us, or those around us, from sinning and causing pain and suffering in the world. We all have free will. The created nature of man, as well as the created nature of the world, have been fractured from its original design as a direct result of the sin that has been introduced into this world (Romans 8:22). And because of this distorted nature, we are actually inclined to choose to do what is wrong rather than what is right. Furthermore, just because I may not understand something that God allows to happen to me, or my neighbor, does not mean that I am not loved by God. Have you ever noticed that most people never have time for God until something painful happens in their lives? C.S. Lewis said, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains; it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”
Let’s remember that God allowed the biggest tragedy in all of human history: the brutal torturous murder of His own perfect Son, Jesus Christ. His pain beats anything I have or ever will go through. And, had this horrific gruesome tragedy never happened, you and I would be hopelessly and eternally damned. It was His love for us that allowed for His own Son’s painful death. God never promises an answer to all of our questions, but He does promise to be at our side through it all and to make good out of bad (Romans 8:28). We never know what God is doing behind the scenes and for what purpose He allows the pain in our lives; but if we did know, we wouldn’t have it any other way.
