You Called?
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:29-30, ESV)
	I bet you have a short list of people that you would call when it really counts. Someone you would call when it matters the most. Maybe it’s that guy that will tell you the truth- the hard truth- even if you don’t want to hear it. Maybe it’s the guy that always has your back in any situation and will drop what he is doing to come and help you. Whoever that guy is, you call him because you know he will pick up the phone and answer your call. You know he will respond to your call.
God has called you. He chose you out of this world because He knew that you would respond to His call and love Him. He knew everything about you, even your failures. He loves you and has chosen you before He laid the very foundations of this world. He chose you as a child of the Eternal Father before you were a child of your human father; and when God chose you, He knew what He was doing. God chooses those that have a sensitive heart to Him and that will respond to His will. That is what matters to Him the most: your heart’s willingness to respond to His calling. That is when you allow God to reveal Himself to you and actually begin to know the heart of the One that created you. That is when you understand why you were put on this earth: when you have answered His call.
Over the years there have been many scholarly debates about predestination (man has a predetermined outcome. God predetermined certain people to be saved through Jesus) and foreknowledge (man may choose to accept or reject Christ, and God knew what people would choose), but the simple truth is: both are correct. These are not mutually exclusive propositions. God has both given us free will in this life (John 1:12-13, John 3:16-17, 1 Timothy 2:3-4, 2 Timothy 2:26, Romans 10:9-10, Revelation 3:20) and He has determined our steps in this life (Proverbs 20:24, Psalm 37:23, Romans 9:6-29). Our choices are our own, and we are completely responsible for those choices, but God is behind the scenes influencing those choices. God knows what you will do, and yet you retained the free will to do it. You also are responsible for the outcome.
You have heard His call and you have the choice to respond or not. If you have not answered yet, please drop what you are doing and respond. He will show you the truth even when it’s too hard for you to see. He will stop at nothing to find you wherever you are, no matter how lost you are (Matthew 18:12-14). He will come to you and save you. He will give you life. He will bring you healing. He will give you peace. He will give you protection. And He will give you purpose. But first, you must respond to His calling. The call is for you.
