Giants and Grapes
Moses gave the men these instructions as he sent them out to explore the land: “Go north through the Negev into the hill country. See what the land is like and find out whether the people living there are strong or weak, few or many. This was their report to Moses: “We entered the land you sent us to explore, and it is indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing with milk and honey. Here is the kind of fruit it produces. But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak! (Numbers 13:17-18, 27-28, NLT)
I grew up in the generation that played video games like Super Mario Bros. Stupid story of two Italian brothers that were plumbers, who were supposed to defeat several levels inside a world of man-eating plants and walking mushrooms. There were bosses at the end of each level until you reached the big boss, Bowser. Bowser is a giant dragon with a shell, who shoots fireballs, jumps up and down roaring, kidnaps princesses and stands on a bridge over lava, right in-front of a castle. Mario is supposed to defeat the giant bad guy, save the princess, and enter into the castle. That was the promised land for Mario. He just had to fight a giant fire-breathing dragon. It seemed like an impossible task. The Israelites were facing giants too, who seemed impossible to defeat.
[bookmark: _Hlk92110334]Not that long after leaving captivity in Egypt, the Israelites arrived right outside the land God had promised them. Moses sent out twelve men, one from each tribe of Israel, to scout the land so that they could plan and prepare for battle and claim their promised land. The land was truly amazing and produced grapes so big two men had to carry a single cluster on a pole! (Numbers 13:23) But, the land also had huge giants. These were literally giant men who were the decedents of the Nephilim. The Nephilim were offspring of demons and humans (Genesis 6:2-6, Numbers 13:22, 28-29, 33). Facing a fortified city filled with ruthless wicked enemies and giants, the outcome of success seemed impossible. So, ten of the twelve scouts gave a bad report and told the people that they could not prevail against such odds. Only Caleb and Joshua were confident. Caleb said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” (Numbers 13:30, ESV) But, “Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” (Numbers 13:31, ESV) The people decided not to trust God and fight for the land. Instead, they wandered through the desert as punishment for forty years until every adult of that generation died, except Caleb and Joshua. Then their children, along with Caleb and Joshua, were allowed to enter the promised land.
You see, they saw the same things: giants and grapes. The difference was perspective. Whether it’s the great Covid freak-out of 2020-2021, cancer, death of a loved one, divorce, or loss of a job, I guarantee you’ll have giants. But you’ll never have peace without trusting the Lord and facing it. You can defeat Bowser, rescue the princess, and live in the castle. “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it” (Numbers 13:30, ESV) Trust the Lord, face your giants, and enjoy your grapes.
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